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Summary of Security-Related Issues throughout Indonesia 
The following selected information was compiled from local media sources and submissions by 
AGI, Hill & Associates, and media reports. We are deeply grateful to the contributors. This report 
contains information on a broad spectrum of security concerns and incidents which have occurred 
in Indonesia during the reporting period. Readers are advised that while there are security risks 
that companies and individuals need to be aware of, avoid or address, Indonesia is a country of 
over 230 million people living on 17,500 islands that stretch over 4,800 kms. The vast majority of 
foreign companies that operate in Indonesia, and expatriates who reside in or visit the country, do 
so without incident providing sensible security precautions are taken. 
            
  
TERRORISM INCIDENTS AND ISSUES 
 
Arrests and Developments in the Cirebon and Solo Bombings: On 3 October police searched 
a house belonging to a terrorist suspect, Beni Asri in Jorong, Singkarak, Solok Regency, West 
Sumatra, following his arrest the previous week. Police confiscated alleged explosive making ma-
terials including sulfur, charcoal, and batteries and questioned Beni’s wife during the search. Beni 
is allegedly involved in Cirebon terrorist group responsible for the attack against Adz-Zikra Mosque 
in Cirebon, West Java and Church Bethel Injil Sepenuh in Solo, Central Jakarta. On 8 October, 
police arrested Heru Komarudin, another terrorist suspect in Pasar Senen, Central Jakarta, alle-
gedly connected to the bombings. Police were pursuing three others distributed thousands of ter-
rorist wanted flyers in Central Java in order to locate the remaining suspects. On 19 October, 
another suspect was arrested at his parent’s house in Pasindangan, Gunung Jati District, Cirebon, 
West Java. Police stated the suspect, Yadi, is the leader of the Cirebon terrorist network, Tauhid 
wal Jihad. The police believed Yadi planted an idea of bombing prayer houses (both mosques and 
churches) within his group. On 23 October the Indonesian National Police’s counter intelligence 
team, Densus 88, arrested the brother of the suicide bomber who blew himself up in a church in 
Solo last month. He was arrested based on information obtained from other suspects previously 
arrested, but police had not yet been able to connect him to the attacks. On 25 October a letter 
bomb threat was sent to Head of Indonesia Christian Church (GKI), Reverend Reva Natigor. The 
letter was sent to the church located in Jl DI Panjaitan, Bandar Lampung, by a person who claimed 
to be a professional terrorist who was responsible for the bombings in Cirebon and Solo, and that 
a bomb was also planted in the church. The Reverend immediately reported the letter to the police 
and after sweeping the police found nothing suspicious. They declared that the area was clear.  
 
6 October -Bomb Threat in Sidoarjo, East Java: A texted bomb threat was made against a mo-
tor spare parts store located in Sidoarjo, East Java. The threat was received by the Head of Pro-
duction at 0700 and stated the bomb would explode at 0900. The manager then called the police, 
who found nothing and declared that the area was clear.  

 
7 October – Petrol Bomb Terror in Sleman, Yogyakarta: At 0201 petrol bombs were thrown at a 
BRI ATM machine located in Jl Gejayan, Sleman, Yogyakarta. The fire damaged the machine, 
windows, and most of the ATM chamber facilities. According to a witness, two men with a motor-
cycle threw the bomb and immediately took off. A bag containing threat message stating that the 
terror in Yogyakarta is continuing. Police later arrested one of the perpetrators.  
 
26 October – Bashir Sentence Reduced: Radical cleric Abu Bakar Bashir has had his sentence 
of 15 years for terrorist offences reduced to nine years. Bashir’s lawyer Mohammad Assegaf said 
he was confident Bashir eventually would be found not guilty of all terrorist charges by the Su-
preme Court. Analysts state that short sentences for terrorist offences coupled with early release 
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for “good behavior” encourage recidivism, which hampers efforts by police to address continuing 
terrorist issues.  
 
President Wants TNI and National Police to Cooperate: President Yudhoyono expects the In-
donesian Military (TNI) to cooperate with the National Police in dealing with various security issues 
including terrorism, he said during his speech at the 66

th
 TNI anniversary at the military headquar-

ters in Cilangkap, East Jakarta, adding that terrorist violence and separatism movements in Papua 
were among security issues to which attention needed to be given. 
 
CIVIL UNREST AND POLITICAL VIOLENCE INCIDENTS AND ISSUES 
 
3 October – Clash in Gorontalo: A clash occurred between hundreds of students of the Agricul-
ture and Engineer faculties at their campus in Gorontalo Public University, Gorontalo City. The 
clash was triggered by an assault carried out by some students from both faculties few days be-
fore. The clash caused fire damage to the building of Agriculture Faculty and damage to two fire 
trucks that were stoned by the students during an attempt to extinguish the fire. Dozens of stu-
dents were injured.  
 
9 October – Clash in Sigi, Central Sulawesi: A clash involving sharp weapons and stones oc-
curred between locals of Pakuli and Bangga villages on the border of Gumbasa and Dolo districts, 
Sigi, Central Sulawesi. The clash was triggered by an assault against a Bangga local by one of 
Pakuli locals. One local died after being shot by the police trying to control the incident, 5 other 
locals and 2 police officers were injured. The original assailant was reportedly arrested. 
 
14 October – Clash in West Jakarta: A clash occurred between hundreds of locals of Kampong 
Guji and dozens of unidentified men during an attempted evacuation of the Kampong for the pur-
pose of relocation. The clash which occurred in Jl Arjuna, Kebon Jeruk, West Jakarta, occurred 
when the unidentified men came to the area to evict its residents. The residents fought back and 
torched a bus and three motorbikes.  
 
24 October – Vandalism in Palu, Central Sulawesi: Unidentified men stoned a house belonging 
to the Central Sulawesi National Awakening Party’s Chief in Jl Asem, Palu Barat District, Palu City. 
The stones damaged the house’s windows and a glass table. A car that was parked in the carport 
was also damaged. The police claimed to have indentified the perpetrators however the motive 
remains unknown. 
 
VIOLENT CRIME INCIDENTS AND ISSUES 
 
9 October – Taxi Robbery in Tanggerang: A 32-year-old woman was robbed in a taxi at Jl Raya 
Pahlawan Seribu, Serpong, Tanggerang. It was reported that she got in the taxi and after they’d 
traveled for five minutes three men got in and threatened her with a knife, demanding her valua-
bles. The robbers, who allegedly included the taxi driver, stole Rp5 million in cash and jewelry. 
 
18 October – Bank robberies in Aceh and Bandung: At 1715 six men with an AK-47 and FN 
pistols came to Bank BRI located in Beurunun, Mutiara District, Pidie, Aceh. They threatened the 
bank employees and stole Rp3 billion rupiah cash. On the same day, a robbery took place in Bank 
BCA in Kopo Bihbul, Bandung, West Java, when a security guard was found dead near the en-
trance. The total loss has not been released.  
 
19 October – American Citizen Died in Robbery in Medan: A 28-year old-U.S. citizen was 
stabbed to death after being robbed in Jl Mustang, Medan, North Sumatra. Lee Samuel Hyein had 
just arrived in Medan and was travelling on a traditional becak taxi when two men with a motor-
cycle came and attacked the victim and the becak driver with knives. The perpetrators stabbed the 
victim, but they didn’t take any valuables since bystanders started to come and help the victims. 
Lee Samuel died in Elizabeth hospital after losing too much blood. 
 
20 October – Japanese National Found Dead in Bekasi: A Japanese national was dead in his 
rented room in Bekasi. He appeared to have been murdered.  
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20 October – Bodies Found Near Papua Clash Venue: Two bodies were found in Padang Bulan 
Mountain, Abepura, about 500 meters from the Sakaus soccer field where the Papua Congress 
clash took place. The police are currently investigating the cause of the death as the two appeared 
to have suffered stab wounds. Meanwhile, the police have named five people as suspects. The 
police also announced that the death toll has increased to five people. The victims were allegedly 
beaten and shot by security officers. Papua police spokesman Senior Commissioner Wacahyo 
denied the allegation by saying the police shot upward and didn’t target the participants.  
 
20 October – Robbery in Tanggerang: Five men robbed a house in Jl Benda Timur, Pamulang, 
Tanggerang. They came into the house pretending to be PLN employees intending to check the 
electricity meter. They then threatened the residents with guns and took the valuables including 
two laptops, one cell phone, and cash kept in the safe deposit box. The total loss estimated to be 
tens of million of rupiah.  
 
21 October – Three Killed at Freeport Site: Indonesian authorities reported shootings at the 
Grasberg Mine of PT Freeport Indonesia in Papua. Gunmen killed a Freeport contract worker and 
two others who are not thought to be employees of the mining company. The incident happened 
near to the location where one week ago three contract workers of the mining company were shot 
dead in similar circumstances. Freeport is currently embroiled in a dispute with some of its work-
force who are demanding and increase in their salary rates. It is not clear at this stage whether this 
latest shooting is connected to that dispute or to the ongoing action by the Papuan separatist 
group OPM. 
 
26 October – Armed Robbery in Bekasi: A 60-year-old man was seriously injured in the course 
of an armed robbery in Bekasi. The victim had drawn Rp100 million from a branch of Bank BCA 
and then stopped by a roadside stall leaving his wife in the car with the bag containing the money. 
While he was at the stall two robbers on a motorcycle approached the car and snatched the bag 
from his wife. She screamed and her husband tried to take the bag back from the robbers shot him 
in the head. He was critical condition in hospital. Incidents of armed robbery in Indonesia are in-
creasing, although remain less than in many other South Asian countries. 

 
27 October – Attempted Robbery in North Jakarta: Six men attempted to rob a company couri-
er in Kelapa Gading, North Jakarta. It was reported the victim was driving a motorcycle, carrying 
Rp800 million when the perpetrators came and slashed off his hand. The victim screamed which 
drew attentions from the bystanders, causing the perpetrators to run. The money is safe and the 
victim is hospitalized. 
 
30 October – Tanker and Barge Hijacked in Straits of Singapore: Malaysian authorities res-
cued a tanker and barge that were hijacked in a piracy attack. The tanker with a cargo worth 
US$4.6 million was hijacked in the Strait of Singapore. Naval ships from both Indonesia and Sin-
gapore intercepted the vessel, but the 10 pirates escaped in a speedboat. The tanker crewmen 
were uninjured, but were robbed of their belongings. In another incident, authorities rescued a 
barge with 2 crewmen off the coast of South Malaysia. Again the six pirates escaped. The Interna-
tional Maritime Bureau has expressed concern and asked ship captains to exercise caution. In 
September, a court in Malaysia sentenced six Indonesian pirates to 10 years in jail and caning for 
trying to seize a merchant ship off the southern coast of Malaysia. 
 
NON-VIOLENT CRIME INCIDENTS 
 
3 October – Theft in West Jakarta: Unidentified men broke into a car parked in Jl Soaka Putih, 
Kembangan, West Java, by breaking its window and stole the victim’s valuables. It was reported 
that the victim, who parked his car outside his friend’s house, saw two men with a motorcycle ap-
proach his car but he didn’t become suspicious because they were busy talking on their mobile 
phones. Hours later when he was about leave, he found that his front left window was broken and 
that his valuables including cash, audio tape, and camera were stolen. The total loss was esti-
mated to be Rp10 million.  
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3 October – Car Theft in Soekarno Hatta Airport: Three Toyota Avanza vehicles were reported 
to have been stolen from the parking area of Terminal 1 Soekarno Hatta Airport in Tanggerang. 
The Airport Police Resort Chief, Senior Commissioner Reynhard Sitonga confirmed the theft and 
stated that the cars were stolen by a syndicate that is targeting parking lots. The police are current-
ly investigating however fact that the CCTV camera in the parking lot is working poorly might have 
caused difficulties to the police in tracking the perpetrators.  
 
5 October – Pharmacy Burglary in Bogor: Thieves broke into a pharmacy located in Jl Raya 
Bogor, Cibinong, Bogor, West Java, by damaging the door lock and stole prescription drugs worth 
Rp100 million. 
 
9 October – Gold Store Burglary in Bogor, West Java: A group of thieves broke into a gold 
store located in Amanah Ummah Market, Lewiliang District, Bogor, in the middle of the night. The 
thieves stole 5.5 kg of gold worth Rp3 billion and Rp160 million in cash. The burglary was discov-
ered by the owner the day after when he was about to open the store. 
 
21 October – People Smuggler Arrested: Indonesian Police arrested a notorious Pakistani 
people smuggler who was wanted by the Australian government in connection with his role in 
many people smuggling cases. The man was arrested at his apartment in Jakarta following an 
extradition request by Australia. The man will be held in custody pending the completion of legal 
formalities and will then be extradited to Australia. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL INCIDENTS AND ISSUES 
 
13 October – Earthquake Shakes Bali: An earthquake measuring 6.1 Richter Scale struck the 
holiday Island of Bali causing widespread panic and injuries including broken bones. The earth-
quake lasted several minutes and was felt throughout the tourist area of Kuta Beach causing hotel 
guests to flee from their rooms. The tremors were felt as far away as East Java and the neighbor-
ing island of Lombok. Some buildings are reported to have cracks in their walls and some internal 
fittings crashed to the floor. The quake caused schools, hospitals and some office buildings were 
evacuated. No tsunami warning was issued. Indonesia's Meteorology and Geophysics Agency 
measured the quake at 6.8, higher than the 6.1 rate issued by the US Geological Survey (USGS). 
 
A 5.6 on the Richter scale aftershock occurred in Nusa Dua, five hours after the initial earthquake. 
The aftershock caused additional public panic and further damaged cracked buildings. Sanglah 
hospital recorded that 45 people have been treated due to the earthquake. 
 
In 1976, Bali experienced a 6.5 earthquake in 1976 that killed close to 500 people 
 
17 October – Earthquake in Aceh: An earthquake measuring 5.8 on the Richter scale occurred 
27 kilometers southwest of Sinabang, Aceh. The tremor caused public panic however there were 
no casualties reported.  
 
26 October – Mount Lokon Erupts Again: Mount Lokon in North Sulawesi erupted on two occa-
sions, spewing smoke and volcanic ash into the air. There has been a series of eruptions since 
July and the danger zone is currently set at three kilometers. There have been no flight disrup-
tions. 
 
Floods in South Jakarta:  Between 21 and 26 October, floods inundated six neighborhoods in 
Pondok Labu, South Jakarta. The floods were caused by continuous heavy rain and submerged 
hundreds of houses and forced about 700 people to flee their homes. On 30 October, more floods 
occurred in Pondok Labu, Cilandak District, South Jakarta, due to heavy rainfall that caused Kru-
kut River to overflow. The water height which reached two meters and forced at least 200 people 
to flee from their homes. 
 
29-30 October – Earthquake in Maluku and Bengkulu: On 29 October an earthquake measur-
ing 5.6 on the Richter scale occurred 185 kilometres north east of Ambon, Maluku. There were no 
reports of casualties. The following day, an earthquake measuring 5.7 on the Richter scale oc-
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curred 81 kilometres southeast of Mukomuko, Bengkulu. The quake caused a brief panic among 
the locals but there were no casualties reported. 
 
INDUSTRIAL AND TRANSPORTATION INCIDENTS AND ISSUES 
 
Plane Crash Victims’ Bodies Recovered: All 18 people aboard a plane that crashed on a moun-
tainous area of Bohorok in Langkat, North Sumatra were found dead, rescuers said, after two days 
of hampered efforts to reach the remote jungle site. The Transportation Ministry will map pioneer 
flight routes in Sumatra and Kalimantan following the deaths. The operator of the crashed plane 
has suspended all flights on the route in question. The Transport Ministry later suspended the Air 
Operator Certificate (AOC) of Nusantara Buana Air’s (NBA) Casa 212-200 planes on safety 
grounds following the crash. The families of each victim of the crash received Rp50 million (about 
US$5,800) each in compensation from state insurance company PT Jasa Raharja. 
 
5 October – Bomb Threat Against Garuda Aircraft: A bomb threat was made against Garuda 
Airlines flight GA 601 from Manado to Jakarta. The threat was sent by fax to the Garuda office in 
Manado, saying that there was a bomb planted in the airplane that would explode at 1540, 30 mi-
nutes before landing. After the aircraft landed at Soekarno Hatta airport, the squad bomb imme-
diately searched the aircraft, passengers and cargo, but they found nothing. The following day po-
lice arrested six men in connection with the threat. 
 
10 October – Flights Disrupted in Jakarta for 10 Hours: Garuda Indonesia flight departures at 
Jakarta’s Soekarno-Hatta International Airport were disrupted for almost ten hours due to problems 
with PT Telekomunikasi Indonesia (Telkom). 
 
14 October – Freeport Stop Production: PT. Freeport Indonesia announced it would stop pro-
duction at its Papuan copper, silver and gold mine due to deteriorating security conditions. Accord-
ing to Nurhadi Sabirin, Vice President of Freeport Indonesia, production conducted in the open pit 
and underground locations would be ceased due to increasing acts of sabotage, including cutting 
of delivery pipes for the mineral concentrate from the site to the port and diesel fuel lines from the 
port to the site. Aviation fuel supplies to Timika Airport also were disrupted, resulting in some air-
lines diverting flights to Jayapura to refuel.  
 
15 October –Radar System Trouble in Makassar Airport: The radar system of Sultan Hasa-
nuddin Airport in Makassar, South Sulawesi, experienced problems starting at 0930, causing dis-
ruption to at least 24 flights. The airport’s manager of Air Traffic Control stated the data receiver 
system was attacked by a computer virus that caused the system to shut down. At 1100, the sys-
tem returned to normal and flight schedules resumed. 
 
19 October – Clashes and Killings in Papua: A clash occurred between police and army authori-
ties against members of the Papuan Congress in Zakheus soccer field, Abepura, Papua. It was 
reported the authorities attempted to dismiss the congress, which had just passed an agreement to 
establish a Papua Nation, complete with a governmental system. Five cars and dozens of motor-
bikes were damaged and 200 congress members were arrested. The following day, two bodies 
were found in Padang Bulan Mountain, Abepura, about 500 meters from the Sakaus soccer field 
where the Papua Congress clash took place. The two appeared to have suffered stab wounds. 
Police have named five people as suspects. On 26 October National Police Spokesman Insp. Gen. 
Anton Bachrul Alam said the separatist groups had carried out several hit and run attacks, killing 
both police and military officers in order to get their hands on the officer’s weapons. He said that 
the police have identified several groups some up to 30 strong that are behind the incidents. He 
added that each group now has up to 10 weapons. As a result the police have strengthened secu-
rity at weapons warehouses. 
 
20 October –Transjakarta Bus Explosion: An explosion occurred during a gas refueling proce-
dure for a Transjakarta bus at a gas refueling center in Pinang Ranji. Reports suggested there was 
an escape of gas during the procedure and that the gas was ignited by an unknown source but 
probably a lit cigarette. Three people were injured including the driver, whose legs were broken. 
The other two injured were the driver’s assistant and a passenger on the bus, which has raised 
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questions about why passengers were present during refueling. The refueling station has been 
closed for the time being. 
 
23 October – Lion Air Flight Overshoots Balikpapan Airport: A Lion Air Boeing 737-900 ER 
aircraft overshot the runway while landing at Sepinggan Airport in Balikpapan, East Kalimantan, 
causing the airport to be closed, 35 flights suspended and over 4,000 passengers stranded at the 
terminal. Some seven other flights due to land at the airport were diverted to other airports. Initial 
reports suggest that the aircraft landed too far down the runway in light rain and ran out of room for 
braking, ending up with its wheels stuck in soft mud in the overrun area of the runway. 
 
26 October – Motorcyclist Killed by TransJakarta Bus: A female motorcyclist was killed by a 
TransJakarta bus when she was riding on the pillion seat of her husband’s motor cycle in West 
Jakarta. There were allegations that the accident was caused by the bus driver falling asleep at the 
wheel of his vehicle. There have been five fatalities caused by TransJakarta buses this year. 
 
30 October – Passenger Caught Carrying Bullets at Kupang Airport: A woman was caught 
carrying 17 unauthorized bullets in her bag at El Tari Airport, Kupang, East Nusa Tenggara. The 
woman was stopped by the airport authority after the X-ray scanned bullets inside her bag. After 
being investigated it was revealed that she is a wife of a policeman, but it was unclear why she 
was carrying the bullets with no documents. The woman was forced to cancel her flight in order to 
be further investigated.  
 
DRUG AND NARCO-TERRORISM INCIDENTS 
 
8 October – Attempted Crystal Methamphetamines Smuggling in Aceh: Custom officials of 
Sultan Iskandar Muda Airport found a bag filled with 1.9 kg of methamphetamines (crystal meth) 
allegedly brought in by a passenger on an Air Asia flight from Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. The police 
could not locate the passenger however they quickly held a raid in Padang Tiji District, Pidi Re-
gency based on information that the smuggler might be fleeing to that area. The police eventually 
arrested three men during the raid and found another 2.4 kg of crystal meth. The total amount of 
narcotics seized was 4.3 kg, worth approximately 8 billion rupiah.  
 
Japanese Surfer Sentenced In Bali for Drugs Offence: A Japanese female professional surfer 
Tomoyo Sugiyama has been sentenced by a Bali court to six months imprisonment for possession 
of 25 grams of marijuana. Sugiyama who has a history of drug use was ordered to undergo a re-
habilitation program. She is the latest in a long line of foreign tourists and expatriate residents in 
Bali who have been sentenced for drug related offences. 
 
16 October – Another Drug Bust in Bali: Customs officers at the Bali International Airport an-
nounced the arrest of three Indonesian nationals in connection with the importation of 3.7 kilo-
grams of methamphetamine with a street value in excess of US$1 million. A 39-year-old female 
schoolteacher from Malang was arrested when the drugs were found concealed in the lining of her 
luggage after she arrived on a flight from East Africa. Following her arrest two Bali residents who 
were the intended recipients of the narcotics were also arrested. The female teacher is believed to 
be a drug mule and she claimed that she was offered US$900 to import the drugs. This yet again 
illustrates the international nature of the drug trade in Indonesia. 
 
21 October – Australian Minor to be Charge with Drug Offences: The Indonesian prosecutor’s 
office announced the 14-year old-Australian youth arrested on the Island of Bali earlier this month 
will be charged with drug offences that can carry a maximum of six years imprisonment. The pros-
ecutors said that they will charge him with three offences but added that under Indonesian law if 
the parents of an underage offender have reported previous drug use he would not be sent to pris-
on but instead be sent for rehabilitation. 
 
26 October – Danish Woman Sentenced to 5 Years for Drug Smuggling: A Danish woman 
was sentenced to five years’ imprisonment for smuggling 218 grams of hashish into Bali. She was 
arrested in March of this year when she arrived at Bali’s Ngurah Rai International Airport with the 
drugs hidden in capsules. When sentencing the judge said that her actions could harm Bali’s repu-
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tation as a tourist destination. The woman is believed to be a courier for an international drug ring 
and her French boyfriend, who was also involved in the import of the drugs, is expected to go on 
trial soon. There currently are over 100 people convicted of drug related offences on death row 
awaiting their execution and about half of them are foreign nationals. 
 
26 October – International Gang Arrested for Drug Smuggling: It was announced that Bali 
customs officers had arrested five members of an international drug smuggling gang. Two South 
African nationals were arrested on separate occasions with large quantities of methamphetamine 
concealed in the lining of their luggage with a street value of over US$1.5 million. The two had 
both arrived in Bali on board Singapore Airlines flights from Singapore where they had been in 
transit from Johannesburg. Interrogation of the pair led to the arrests of four others, including a 
Nigerian national who are alleged to be the intended recipients of the narcotics. An Indonesian 
National Narcotics Agency (BNN) spokesman said there has been a worrying increase recently in 
drug smuggling attempts from the African continent.  BNN’s concern is understandable and so far 
this year there have been 101 attempts to smuggle narcotics into Indonesia. Last year there were 
158 attempts compared to 88 in 2009.  
 
MEDICAL INCIDENTS 
 
9 October – Bird Flu Kills Two in Denpasar: Two children died from bird flu after being treated 
for a few days in Sanglah Hospital, Denpasar, Bali. The two who were locals of Jehem Village, 
Bangli Regency, were rushed to the hospital after suffering high fever and respiratory distress. The 
laboratory results confirmed the victims were infected with the H5N1 (Avian Influenza) virus. Bali 
local government established high alert situation on bird flu following the deaths. The government 
has coordinated with related agencies in order to overcome the spread of the virus on the ap-
proach to the International East Asia Summit which will be attended by US President Barack Ob-
ama. Meanwhile, in West Nusa Tenggara, Praya District has been isolated due to the sudden 
death of hundreds of chickens which was allegedly caused the avian flu H4N1. 
 
Danger of Local “Cocktails”: Australian holidaymakers on the Island of Bali have been warned 
of the dangers of drinking local cocktails after a 25-year-old Australian nurse was sent home from 
the island when she suffered brain damage and kidney failure after drinking a rice wine cocktail 
that was suspected of having been laced with methanol on the neighboring island of Lombok. 
 
OTHER INCIDENTS 
 
24 October – Prosecution Present Weak Case Against Citibank in Credit Card Death Case: 
The prosecution launched their case against the American bank in which three debt collectors 
were implicated in the death of a politician who died in a Citibank office in Jakarta. The prosecution 
failed to present any evidence of any physical abuse of the victim, who was called to the bank in 
connection with a debt on his credit card of over US$10,000. The police originally alleged having 
found blood on the walls and curtains of the office in which the victim died, but this evidence was 
not presented in court. The evidence appeared to be limited to the victim having been pressurized 
to pay off his debt to the bank with that pressure being limited to verbal abuse at most. It is unders-
tood that two autopsy reports were submitted, with one maintaining that the victim died as a result 
of a ruptured blood vessel in his brain stem, but the second autopsy alleged that there was bruis-
ing and bleeding in the brain stem and on other parts of his body. The defense lawyer alleged the 
prosecution had fabricated the case against his client maintaining that the victim had in fact died of 
a stroke. The lawyer also said there was no forensic evidence to back up the claim of blood on the 
walls and curtains, adding that the indictment did not mention the cause of death and also failed to 
itemize any abuse by the debt collectors.  
 
26 October – Australian Teacher to Stand Trial for Sexual Offences: It was announced that an 
Australian national, Peter Dundas Walbran, who was former Head of the Australian International 
School in Jakarta, will stand trial for allegedly grooming and raping students. It is believed the stu-
dents in question maintained he had raped them more than once, having promised them pocket 
money and other inducements. It is reported that the offences took place in 2007 in Jakarta, Bali 
and Lombok. He fled from Indonesia but was extradited to Indonesia in mid-October.  


